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MLAC/PLAD for COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
19 June 2020

	
No.
	
Participants 
	
Institutions
	
Email
	
Contact

	1
	Mr. Salieu Taal
	GBA
	salieu.taal@gmail.com
	7966396

	2
	Mr. Johnny Njie
	GBA
	ajnjie@hotmail.co.uk
	2264002

	3
	Mr. Abdoulie Jobarteh
	CLS
	jobarteh8@yahoo.com
	2346427

	4
	Mr. Tamsir Jallow
	NALA
	sippadam@hotmail.com
	3537195

	5
	Mr. Bakary Camara
	ADRS
	lbcamara06@gmail.com
	3510075

	6
	Mr. Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	7
	Ms. Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahzada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	8
	Ms. Shella N. Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3353523

	9
	Ms. Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314



Agenda 
1. Updates on the MLAC activities
2. Updates on the PLAD activities 
3. The next location for the MLAC
4. Emerging issues once the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
5. AOB
6. Action Points

1. Updates on the MLAC activities:
[bookmark: _GoBack]As of Friday, 19 June 2020 17 cases have been reported out of which 1 case was reported this week. The case was referred to NALA by the community focal point. However, as it was a civil case it was referred to CLS. The client visited the CLS office in person where he received legal advice. ADRS had consultations with two clients this week on cases that were reported last week. Mr. Camara recommended the clients file a complaint through the ADRS office in Farafeni for mediation. Mr. Jallow noted that charges are levied on cases filed through the ADRS office and he suggested that financial waivers should be granted to clients referred through the MLAC. Mr. Camara noted the issue and he will raise it up with the head of the ADRS office. He will provide feedback at the next meeting. 
Ms. Ahmad noted that there was no feedback on the SOP for the community focal points. It was agreed that feedback would be shared on or before Monday, 22 June. The billboard for the MLAC in Farafeni is expected to be erected this weekend. Ms. Ahmad stated that the letter to re-purpose activities would be shared with the donors and hopefully there will be feedback on the billboards, posters and radio show for future MLACs.
2. Updates on the PLAD activities: 
GBA has not started using the mobile phones for the PLAD and has no pending cases in the Prisons as noted by Mr. Njie. CLS is expected to file bail applications for 5 out of 9 consulted cases from last week, noting that private lawyers are attached to some of the cases.
3. The next location for the MLAC:
Mr. Jobarteh proposed the southern part of the Western Region while Mr. Njie also suggested areas with high crime such as Serekunda, Igbo town, London Corner and Brikama noting that many male youths are arrested from these areas and are in need of legal services. Ms. Ahmad recommended that statistical data be used to support the selection of such areas and it was a good idea to provide legal services to young men in need of legal services to avoid detention. It was agreed that Ms. Ngwa, Mr. Abroggi and Mr. Njie will follow up on the collection of data and provide feedback on Friday, 26 June 2020. Also, Mr. Jobarteh suggested he would work with his colleague to narrow down the location in the southern part of the West Coast Region.
4. Emerging issues once the COVID-19 the restrictions are lifted:
Ms. Ahmad suggested that the team should maintain the use of billboards and the mobile phones should they decide to move back to the original implementing model. Mr. Jallow noted that there is a need for legal personnel to visit the MLAC targeted locations in person to expedite the process as the team relies on the focal points on the ground.
5. AOB:
i. Update on the Virtual Court
The 2 Virtual High Courts are ongoing with criminal and civil cases. The project is monitoring the hearings and keeping track of the criminal and civil cases. The project is looking into the equipment procured by the UNDP-Transitional Justice project currently in use by the TRRC to transcribe cases and how it may be used for the Judiciary. The equipment provided to the TRRC will be handed over to the Ministry of Justice. 
6. Action Points
	S/N
	Action Points
	Responsible Person
	Timeline 

	1
	Provide information and data relating to the arrest of young men in particular areas  
	UNDP- Ms. Ngwa, UNICEF- Mr. Abroggi & GBA-Mr. Njie
	Friday, 26 June 2020

	2
	Provide feedback on the SOP for the focal points 
	All team members
	
Monday, 22 June 2020

	3
	[bookmark: _Hlk43801941]Provide feedback on ARDS charges for clients referred via the MLACs
	ADRS- Mr. Camara
	Monday, 22 June 2020



Next Meeting
Friday, 26 June 2020 @ 10:00am

                                                              ______________________
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