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MLAC/PLAD under COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
21 August 2020

	
	
Participants 
	
Institutions
	
Email
	
Contact

	1
	Mr. Tamsir Jallow
	NALA
	sippadam@hotmail.com
	3537195

	2
	Mr. Johnny Njie
	GBA
	ajnjie@hotmail.co.uk
	2264002

	3
	Mr. Salieu Taal
	GBA
	salieu.taal@gmail.com
	7966396

	4
	Mr. Abdoulie Jobarteh
	CLS
	jobarteh8@yahoo.com
	2346427

	5
	Mr. Bakary Camara
	ADRS
	lbcamara06@gmail.com
	3510075

	6
	Mr. Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	7
	Ms. Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahzada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	8
	Ms. Shella N. Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3353523

	9
	Ms. Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314



Agenda 
1. Follow up on the MLAC in Ebo town 
2. Update on the PLAD
3. AOB

1. Update on the MLAC in Ebo Town
The radio advertisement started on Monday, August 12 and was aired for 5days. The contractor for the billboards has been identified, sample billboard approved, and should be erected in the coming week in Ebo town. The 30 posters are ready but are still to be posted at the community pending on when the Alkalo will be informed of the MLAC activity. CLS and GBA agreed to reach out to the Alkalo on Saturday, 23 to informed him of the MLAC activities. Mr. Jobarteh noted he received 2 calls after the radio advertisement was aired from Lamin community and Center River Region noting 1 case was referred to ADRS for consultation.
The suggestion to have a remote radio program series on the MLAC activities was harmoniously agreed and Star FM, Paradise FM and Q-Radio were the recommended stations. Ms. Riley will contact the stations and share feedback on the preferred radio station. Mr. Saal, Mr. Jobarteh and Mr. Camara volunteered to be panelists on the show on Saturday, 29 August. Mr. Broggi will reach out to DSW on their participation on the radio show. 
2. Update on the PLAD
Mr. Johnny started that he is being contacted through his private number and not the phones provided by the Project. He noted that legal consultation a detainee with psychiatric disorder was released after negotiation with the Police. No update from CLS and NALA. Ms. Ahmad suggested that we have a discussion with the Prisons Coordinators so they can grant the inmates more access to the mobile phones that were provided to the Prison Service. 
Ms. Ahmad noted that she had discussions with some lawyers and the Judiciary and was informed that Mile 2 Prison is not receiving prisoners, and this has led to overcrowding at the Police stations. Noting this is causing critical situation inside the Judiciary and the Prisons detention sites. She suggested that there is a need to possible extend legal consultation to the Police station.  Mr. Njie agreed to the suggestion noting that it is a gap between the Prison Service and the Police Force in terms of arrest and detention of suspects since most often the Prison cells become overcrowded even with psychiatric patients. He recommended that more emphasis should be given to Police stations with high number of detainees due to lack of manpower to support the project. Mr. Jallow started that NALA has been visiting some of the Police Stations after formal complaints were made. He mentioned Budum Police station as one of the largest with high number of detainees where NALA has received most complaints and is working on bail application.
 Mr. Saal noted that the overcrowding situation at the Police Stations due to curfew might hinder the provision of legal aid Services as arrest are made on daily basis and partners are over stretched. Ms. Ahmad noted that it was a suggestion to alleviate the overcrowding situation. To that end, there was a consensus to keep an eye on the detentions because partners are already over stretched.
Mr. Salieu suggested that some of the posters for Ebo town could be posted at the Police Stations to provide legal aid. GBA noted they may be able to provide support, but NALA and CLS would have to check with colleagues and provide feedback before committing. It was harmoniously agreed to keep an eye on the situation.  
3. AOB
NALA resolved one case from Farafeni and the report was shared with Ms. Ngwa.
The Virtual Courts are still proceeding and there is ongoing discussion with the Judiciary to expand to the Magistrate Courts and the Project will provide ICT support. The project was selected by UNDP Headquarters to participate in an internal UNDP Webinar on the Virtual Courts. Ms. Ahmad extended thanks to all the partners for their participation in the interview that will be represented at the Webinar.
Action Points
	S/N
	Action Points
	Responsible Person
	Timeline 

	1
	Follow up and identify the radio station for the show
	Gina, UNDP-RoL
	Wednesday, 26 August 2020

	2
	Reach out to the Alkalo on the MLAC activity in Ebo town 
	Mr. Njie, GBA
Mr. Jobarteh, CLS
	Saturday, 22 August 202

	3
	Follow up on the detention situation at the Police Stations
	GBA, NALA, CLS
	Friday, 28 August 2020

	4
	Share feedback on participating on legal aid at the Police Station
	Mr. Jorbateh, CLS
Mr. Jallow, NALA
	Tuesday, 25 August 2020

	5
	Reach out to DSW participation in the radio show
	Mr. Broggi, UNICEF
	Thursday, 27 August 2020



Next Meeting
Friday, 28 August 2020 @ 10:00am

                                                              _____________________
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