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Participants Meeting Minutes
Virtual Court
3 April 2020
	S/N
	Name
	Title
	Institution

	1
	Chief Justice Hassan Bubacarr Jallow
	Chief Justice 
	Judiciary

	2
	Mr. Haruna Jaiteh 
	Principal Assistant Secretary
	Judiciary

	3
	Hon Justice Landing M. Sanneh
	Justice
	Judiciary 

	3
	Mr. Kebba Jallow
	IT Officer
	Judiciary

	3
	Shahzada Ahmad
	Chief Technical Advisor, RoL
	UNDP

	4
	Baboucarr Sowe
	Security Sector Advisor
	UNDP

	5
	Shella Ngum Ngwa
	M&E Officer, RoL
	UNDP

	6
	Georgina Riley 
	Program Associate, RoL
	UNDP

	7
	Yahya Jammeh
	Accelerator Lab
	UNDP

	8
	Omar Ceesay
	Accelerator Lab
	UNDP

	9
	Ajara Ceesay
	Accelerator Lab
	UNDP


Agenda: 

· Establishment of a Virtual Court to address Prison remand detainee congestion in light of COVID-19 crisis
The meeting started with introduction of participants. UNDP RoL Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) gave an overview on the concept of the Virtual Court considering the COVID-19 crisis and the need to minimize the spread of the virus among the Prison populations. Yahya from UNDP Accelerator Lab gave a brief background on how the ZOOM platform will be used to connect the Virtual Court participants (Magistrate or High Court judge, prosecution, defense counsel and accused). He noted that a 66-inch TV will be installed in the UNDP supported Prison Legal Aid Desk in Mile 2 Central Prison to enable the judges and lawyers to connect with the accused inmate. The Accelerator Lab team will be available to provide all technical assistance related to ICT for the Virtual Court in partnership with the Judiciary’s ICT Specialist.
Discussion

The discussion session was very brief as we lost the Judiciary during the meeting. Nevertheless, the Chief Justice showed interest in the initiative while raising few concerns as listed below:
· The setting of the Virtual Court might require changes in the rules of the normal court system

· How will all the stakeholders be involved in the process?

· Procedures in the court session require a lawyer. How will the team manage all these court procedures? 
· Internet and the means of communication may be a challenge  
In the course of discussion, the Chief Justice suggested an urgent Interagency Task Force meeting of which he requested UNDP to be a member to discuss further with the Task Force on how this can be implemented taking into consideration the legal aspects. In addition to the above His lordship also suggested that in the circumstance that the Task Force committee agreed to proceed with the Virtual Court, few selected cases will be used to pilot the initiative. Relating to the challenges that will arise with the new technology initially stated by the Chief Justice, Omar assured the Chief Justice that the internet dongle could be used as an alternative to resolve any challenges with connection. He noted that the Virtual Court is a new initiative and technical difficulties are unavoidable, but the team will ensure a better system is put in place and be on standby in case support is needed.
It was concluded that Yahya will work closely with the Judiciary ICT Specialist to assist in setting up the Zoom platform and would do the same for the members of the Interagency Task Force. 
Next meeting

Wednesday, 8 April 2020
____________



