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Rule of Law Sub Working Group on COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
	S/N
	Participants 
	Institutions
	Email
	Mobile Numbers

	1
	Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	2
	Fatima Sonko
	UNFPA
	sonko@unfpa.org
	3303227

	3
	Rebecca Adda Dontoh
	PBF
	Rebecca.add.dontoh@one.un.org
	3636271

	4
	Marianne George
	OHCHR
	mgeorge@ohchr.org
	3303973

	5
	Baboucarr Sowe
	UNDP
	baboucarr.sowe@undp.org
	3353422

	6
	Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahazada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	7
	Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314

	8
	Shella Ngum Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3535723


8 September 2020


Agenda 
1. Activity Updates 
2. Update on the increase of detentions at Police Stations
3. AOB
4. Action Points

1. Activity Updates:
UNICEF: The fund to support the training of the MOJ Child welfare unit has been released to MOJ. MOJ will share the identified consultant for the training and progress of implementation with UNICEF. There is ongoing discussion on how the fund for the Judiciary will be released as the signatory at the level of the Judiciary has changed. The juvenile charged with murder has been granted bail but is still in custody. UNICEF, through DSW, continues its effort to ensure that the 5 juveniles who have been granted bail but are still in custody reunite with their families.
OHCHR/UNAIDS: The impact assessment on COVID-19 stigma and discrimination is ongoing. The draft inception report has been shared with the RoL subgroup for inputs and comments. Ms. George stated that a validation workshop will be organized involving all stakeholders, however suggestions for an additional meeting before the validation workshop are welcome. OHCHR/UNAIDS continues to monitor the human rights situation during COVID-19. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]UNFPA: UNFPA will establish 3 one stop centers (OSCs) in Budum Maternal and Child Health Center, Brikama and Basse General Hospitals to support victims/survivors of GBV. The assessment of the centers has been completed and there is an ongoing procurement process to rehabilitate the centers. A workshop to develop Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the OSCs is scheduled from 9-10 September. Less than 10 key stakeholders will attend in person following strict measures to mitigate any potential spread of the COVID-19 virus.
UNDP: The civil works to raise the low perimeter wall and complete the 2 dormitories in Jeshwang Prison are ongoing and on track.  GCCI has provided 200 bunk beds with mattresses that will furnish the two dormitories under rehabilitation by the UNDP RoL project. The plumber to rehabilitate the sanitation facilities in Mile 2 has received the contact for signature and will commence work once finalized. The MLAC in Ebo Town is ongoing with 2 reported cases referred to ADRS. With support from the Alkalo, the billboard has been erected and 30 posters are being placed at strategic points. Radio advertisements were broadcasted including a live radio show on the MLAC in Ebo Town with implementing partners as panelists. The Superior Courts including the Virtual High Courts are in recess except for emergency issues.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk50471328]Update on the increase detention at the Police Stations
Ms. Ahmad stated that the UNDP-RoL project continues to monitor the detention situation at the Police Stations together with legal practitioners supporting the Prison Legal Aid Desk.  In order to have firsthand information on the detention and admission situation, it was recommended that Ms. Ahmad and Mr. Sowe will follow up with the IGP on the detention situation and DG of Prison on the status of admitting new detainees to the Prisons and share feedback with the team. Also, Ms. George suggested that the team should engage the NHRC as they had previously conducted an assessment on the detention situation of the Prisons. 
3. AOB:
In response to Mr. Sowe’s question on the experience and lessons from the Virtual Courts (VCs) in the Gambia, Ms. Ahmad noted that there has been positive feedback from users noting that the activity was selected for the UNDP global Webinar series to share the experience with other UNDP colleagues. She mentioned that there are video interview clips of users of the VCs and clips of the virtual hearings themselves. However, she will request permission from the Judiciary to share the clips of the hearings and also look into the possibility of sharing the Webinar link with the team. She also noted that though most of the cases from the Virtual Courts were related to civil matters, it is important to note that the private practitioners think it was critical for businesses to have their cases adjudicated and move forward.  She stated that the Judiciary has sent an official request to extend the Virtual Courts to the Magistrate levels, which is expected to have more of an impact on the criminal justice sector. The project is currently working with the new Judicial Secretary to pilot 2 Magistrate Courts each in Budum, Brikama and Farafenni.  She mentioned that the main challenges of the VCs were internet connectivity issues and lack of ICT equipment. To that end, the project procured webcams, internet dongles with subscriptions, and backup power for the Prisons and laptops, monitors, backup powers, internet dongles with subscriptions and other ICT equipment for NALA.
4. Action Points


	S/n
	Action points
	Responsible person(s)
	Deadline

	1
	Feedback on the draft inception report on the impact of COVID-19 stigma and discrimination.
	· All RoL subgroup members 
	Thursday, 10 September 2020

	2
	Follow up with the DG of Prison and the IGP on the admission and detention situations
	· Ms. Ahmad, CTA UNDP-RoL
· Mr. Sowe, SSR Specialist UNDP
	Friday, 11 September 2020

	3
	Engage NHRC on the detention and admission situations in the Prisons and Police 

	Ms. Ahmad, CTA UNDP-RoL
Ms. George, NHRO, OHCHR
	Monday, 14 September 2020



Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, 22 September 2020 @ 11:00

________________________
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