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Rule of Law Sub Working Group on COVID-19
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 2 June 2020


Agenda 
1. Activity Updates 
2. Emerging Issues 
3. AOB

1. Activity Updates 
UNICEF: 9 out of the 11 juveniles granted bail have been reunited with families, out of which 3 are still in custody. The Department of Social Welfare (DSW)) is working to reunite 2 of them with their families while the release of 1 is pending due to age determination. With the support from GBA, 4 of the juvenile cases with missing files are scheduled before the High Court for Wednesday, June 4. UNICEF is developing a concept note to support DSW to organise events to commemorate the International Child Justice Day on Tuesday, June 16, 2020.
OHCHR/UNAIDS: OHCHR/UNAIDS together with UNDP are conducting an impact assessment on COVID-19 stigma and discrimination. The TOR to contract a national consultant has been drafted and shared with the RoL subgroup for inputs. OHCHR/UNAIDS is seeking recommendations for possible candidates for the position to expedite the process. UNAIDS/OHCHR is compiling incidents of COVID-19 stigma and discrimination using different platforms, newspapers and social media. The result will be shared with the RoL subgroup for discussion on how to address the incidents. UNAIDS/OHCHR intends to produce messages targeting different audiences on stigma and discrimination together with UNRCCE. The team previously produced messages on stigma and discrimination which were posted on Facebook and Twitter handles 
UNFPA: UNFPA noted that at this stage no funds have been spent for GBV programming, noting partners will receive funds next week to start implementing in the 2nd quarter. To coordinate GBV activities a workplan was developed with the Ministry of Women, Children & Social Affairs (MoWCSW). UNFPA also met with the MoWCSW to activate a GBV Working Group that will meet every 2 weeks with service providers to address GBV challenges. A concept note and TOR to map out the capacity of community structures have been drafted and shared with the Gender Specialists of the UN sisters agencies for inputs. Priority will be given to active women’s groups with capacity to address GBV issues. UNFPA intends to activate a GBV Helpline managed by the MoWCSW. It will also support the Paradise Foundation to raise awareness on GBV services and link the legal aid services supported by UNDP RoL project. UNFPA noted that there are 3 One Stop Centers (OSCs) that are managed by NGBV that should be managed by the Ministry of Health (MOH) raising concerns on sustainability. UNFPA stated that there is a need to address the challenges of some non-functional OSCs for them to became operational. UNFPA will request the MOH to appoint a focal point to coordinate the OSCs so that funds can be released. 
UNDP: UNDP RR and CTA met with the Chief Justice on Monday, June 1 to discuss the start date of the Virtual Court (VC). The Chief Justice noted during the meeting that Practice Directives would be circulated for the judges, lawyers and stakeholders to understand the procedures of the VC. The directives have been drafted and hopefully will be finalised this week. 2 Virtual Courts will be operational at the High Court level headed by Justice Saho-Ceesay and Justice Wadda. The project completed 2 successful connectivity test runs with the Prison Legal Aid Desk (PLAD) using dongles provided by the UNDP RoL project. The project is working to install a cell tower at Mile 2 Prison to ensure a more sustainable internet connection for the Prison Service. A new strategy is being implemented for the Mobile Legal Aid Clinic (MLAC) remotely. The pilot was launched on Monday, May 25 at Farafeni. The project provided a mobile phone to a focal point in Farafeni so community members could call for legal, social and mediation services. After the advertisement for the MLAC was aired, the focal point received 7 calls seeking consultations. Due to the Eid holiday, NALA, ADRS, CLS agreed to start providing services from Monday, June 1 with DSW strongly engaged. The MLAC billboard for Farafeni is still to be erected. 
The UNDP RoL project developed an SOP for the Prison Legal Aid Desk (PLAD) to allow inmates access to legal consultation through mobile phones provided to the Prisons. The PLAD is yet to kick off. 
The procurement of the PPE for Prison and Police medical personnel is on hold because HQ must clear the items for quality assurance, but the procurement for PPE items for frontline personnel is ongoing. The project received the cost estimate from GAMWORKS to raise the low perimeter wall and complete 2 dormitories in Jeshwang Prison. The contract has been provided to GAMWORKS for signature. The plumber identified to rehabilitate the sanitation facilities in Mile 2 has completed the assessment and is expected to share the cost estimate this week. The project met with GCCI on Thursday, June 29 and GCCI committed to support the refurbishment of the kitchen and medical facilities in Mile 2 and Jeshwang. GCCI is expected to start work when it receives a letter of support from the MOH through the Prison Service. GGCI provided 100,000 worth of detergents and hand washing stations to the Prison Service. 

Emerging issues
No emerging issue was raised during the meeting 
AOB
To respond to the question raised by Ms. Aklima on COVID support to the Police and Police Gender and Child Support unit, Ms. Ahmad noted that the activities have been postponed due to the COVID crisis but  a colleague from DPKO is working remotely to support Community Policing and be in country when the travel ban is lifted.  


Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, 16 June 2020 @ 11:00
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